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Not Different but Step Forward

“I will be the person who says ‘no’ when all say ‘yes,’ and “I will be the person who say ‘yes’ when all say ‘no’.” These are passages which a company of Korea used for a good image advertisement of the company.  The company might want to advertise how they emphasize the creativity of their staff. Now, all companies and the government of Korea demand more creative people. Therefore, it is natural that Korean schools aim primarily at training creativity rather than a cramming system of education. Teachers ask students to have critical reading, critical analysis and creative writing. However, critical/creative education is not comfortable for a Korean student who is used to a cramming education.  What is the creativity?  Why do people insist the need of creative education? Are teachers creative enough to teach creative thinking? If the creativity means just to have a different opinion from others, it may only be a peculiar thinking. If students are requested to be creative without understanding about the creative thinking, it is more stressful than taking the exams. Korean schools aim at creative education when people lack of exact understanding about meaning, necessity, and circumstances for the creativity education.

In Korea, people realize the importance of creativity and that people need to develop creativity, but few people really understand what creativity means. Generally, people are apt to think that creativity refers to the unique ability to make new things. In addition, people may think that only talented people and geniuses have creativity. If it is true, it is very difficult to be creative and there will be few creative products. However, in “Expanding Creativity through Art,” Lee, Jungsun said that creative products are made not through the improvisatorial instantaneous ability, but through reorganization as adding new information to basic knowledge. This quote means that creativity is close to “step forward than others” than “different from others.” To step forward than others, people should try to think with more depth and think twice what they believe before. People don’t have to be afraid of mistakes and should try to challenge new area. The most important thing is that these efforts for creativity should be developed toward a useful and in a realistic direction at the same time. Then, why should students be trained to be creative in school? 
People don’t realize why creativity education in school is needed, although all schools hold up “the development of creativity” as the aim of education. Why is it not enough to take just general ideas as people have learned until now. The necessity of creativity education should be concerned as relating with the change of society. In “development of creativity in schools,” it is said:                                                                
In the future, information and creative people are the generative power of society. Therefore, it is essential to develop creativity. Because of this, the function of school education is changed. Schools can’t teach all abilities for living anymore and today the knowledge becomes worthless if ten years pass. Therefore, schools teach the minimal knowledge and how to learn.
This quote shows that the purpose of education nowadays is to teach more “how” than “what.” Society becomes more complicated and competition will be intensified as time goes on. People meet a new and huge amount of information everyday and they are placed in problems which they have never been in before. People are required to choose some proper information from a lot of information to solve the problem. People should try to apply basic information to new cases. Therefore, schools teach the minimal skill and knowledge and now focus on  

teaching “how to learn” that student can learn by themselves whenever they need. Students need to learn how to accept the huge amount of information critically and use the knowledge actively to solve various problems surrounding the students. However, critical thinking is not developed easily and rapidly. Students should be trained to think in creative ways systematically and continuously from the young age. Unfortunately, the only way to train so many students to teach creativity at once and systematically is education through schools. In contrast, it is doubtful whether today’s schools of Korea have proper circumstance to teach creativity.

Although schools always request students to think creatively, school education has no proper environment to cultivate creativity. Schools seem to focus on creativity education, but actually still put more emphasis on the education for the exam. Therefore, the student is made a fool if he/she says something different from the answer for the exam or expresses unusual opinions in school. The school system focused on the examination not allowing students to think and express freely and creatively. In Korea, there are too many students in a class. The number of students for a teacher should be small so that teachers can consider each student’s level or the way of thinking. 
Then, teachers can teach creativity depending on the recognition of students. In addition, teachers in Korea lack ability to teach creativity. In “the development creativity in schools,” it is said that some research shows that elementary school teachers of Korea only scored 36 out of 100 in the creativity test. It is unreasonable to ask for creativity to only students, when teachers are still using the cramming education methods and don’t understand creativity education well. Teachers can develop new method for the creativity education and try to apply it to class. However, if the system of cramming education in Korea is not changed, it is impossible for teachers to use creativity education. 
In conclusion, all Korean schools aim on creativity education. However, people lose sight of some important facts. One fact is that Korean people don’t understand what creativity really means. Second fact is that Korean people don’t realize why students need creativity education in school. Lastly, schools in Korea have no proper environment for creativity education. Lack of understanding about creativity education creates stress for the students. People should realize that everyone can be creative and creativity should be developed in modern society. People should try to observe matters and
situations in various angles from the prejudice and solve problems effectively and actively. At the same time, it is important to improve the school environments such as teachers’ quality and curriculum enlarging creativity.
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